
Gulfport High School Lesson Plans
B. Rogers

Week’s Focus: Argument Unit Focus: Outsiders & Outcasts

Subject and Level: Honors Eng II Time Frame: Mar 13-17, 2023

Lesson Essential Questions

Whole-Class Learning
● Are outsiders simply those who are misjudged or misunderstood?

Small-Group Learning
● Is difference a weakness? Is sameness a strength?

Performance-Based Assessment
● Is the experience of being an outsider universal?

Standards and Objectives:

MS College and Career Readiness Standards:

● Academic Vocabulary (L.9–10.6)
● Concept Vocabulary (L.9–10.4.a)
● Word Study: Words with Multiple Suffixes (L.9–10.4.b)
● Author’s Structure (RL 10.5)
● Point of View/ Cultural Experience (RL 10.6)
● Evaluate Argument (ri 10.8)

Student Centered Objectives:

The Student will….
1. Students will building meaning out of an assigned text and communicate with others through

speaking/listening.

2. Students will actively engage in the ideas and opinions of others.

3. Students will cite the text, synthesize, and ask open-ended questions related to thematic ideas.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES/RESOURCES

Monday: 3.13.23

● Bell-ringer: Journal Writing Prompt
● Procedures:

o TTW review Act IV of the Cruicble

▪ Students read independently last week

▪ Goal: discuss character development; plot development; theme
o Students will be assigned “teams” for Tuesday’s Socratic Seminar Brawl



o Students will be given time to work on Socratic Questions and discuss answer with their
teammates

● Closure:  Students will post questions to Google Classroom

Tuesday: 3.14.23

● ½ Class: Students will work in teams to collaborate/prep for brawl
● ½ Class: begin 70% SOCRATIC SEMINAR; BRAWL

o Students will be organized in teams of 3-4
o Each team will have a representative that will speak for their group
o Students will be able to communicate with their peers via virtual chat rooms
o Each representative will cover 2-3 questions in a 15 minute time slots
o Students will be individually accountable for his/her answers, in addition to team points

Wednesday: 3.15.23
● 70% SOCRATIC SEMINAR; BRAWL (see questions below)

Thursday: 3.16.23

● Bell-ringer: Review AP Crucible Practice
● Procedures:

o Socratic Seminar Evaluation
o Students will view Act IV film version of the Crucible
o Review of Act I- IV

● Closure:  Sticky notes

Friday:3.17.23
● Crucible Test: 70% grade

BRAWL QUESTIONS:
1. Argue whether or not John Proctor should have confessed to his affair with Abigail. Was his decision

to confess worth it in the end?

2. Argue whether or not the witch trials were a product of mass hysteria or a deliberate attempt to gain
power and control over the accused.

3. Argue whether or not the characters in the play were morally justified in their actions. Were they
simply following orders or acting out of self-interest, or did they truly believe they were doing the
right thing?

4. Argue whether or not the court system in Salem was fair and just. Were the accused given a fair
trial, or was the system rigged against them?

5. Argue whether or not the play is relevant to modern society. Are there parallels between the witch
trials and contemporary issues, such as the fear of the other or the spread of misinformation?

6. Argue whether or not the play presents a clear moral message. What lessons can be learned from
the play, and how can they be applied to real-life situations?



7. Argue whether or not Abigail Williams is the true villain of the play. Are there other characters who
are equally responsible for the events that unfold?

8. Argue whether or not the play accurately portrays Puritan society in the 17th century. Are there
historical inaccuracies or exaggerations that detract from the play's credibility?

9. Argue whether or not the play is a tragedy. Does it follow the conventions of a tragic story, and does
it evoke feelings of catharsis in the audience?

10. Argue whether or not the play's ending is satisfying. Did the characters get what they deserved, or
were there loose ends that needed to be tied up?

11. How does the play explore the tension between individual conscience and societal norms? How do
characters like John Proctor and Giles Corey embody this tension, and what is the significance of
their actions?

12. How does the play use language and rhetoric to create a sense of fear and paranoia? What literary
devices does Arthur Miller use to convey these themes, and how effective are they?

13. How does the play explore the theme of power and authority? Who holds power in the play, and how
do they use it to maintain their control over others? How do characters like Reverend Parris and
Judge Danforth represent different forms of power and authority?

14. How does the play portray the role of women in Puritan society? How do characters like Abigail
Williams and Elizabeth Proctor challenge or reinforce traditional gender roles, and what is the
significance of their actions?

15. How does the play use historical events to comment on contemporary issues? What is the relevance
of the Salem witch trials to the political and social climate of the 1950s, when the play was written?

16. How does the play use irony and symbolism to convey its themes? What symbols and motifs recur
throughout the play, and what do they represent? How does the play's ending use irony to comment
on the events that have unfolded?

17. How does the play use dramatic tension and suspense to engage the audience? What scenes or
moments in the play are particularly effective at creating a sense of tension, and why?

18. How does the play use character development to explore its themes? How do characters like John
Proctor, Reverend Hale, and Elizabeth Proctor change over the course of the play, and what is the
significance of these changes?

19. How does the play use the court system as a metaphor for society at large? What does the court
represent, and how do the characters' experiences with the court reflect larger societal issues?

20. How does the play use religious imagery and language to convey its themes? How does the concept
of "witchcraft" in the play reflect larger religious and moral concerns, both in Puritan society and in
the contemporary world?




